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Support Consumers
Co-Sponsor S.146/H.R. 233

Put an End to Special Railroad Antitrust Exemptions

S.146/H.R. 233, the Railroad Antitrust EnforcemenfAct, is a consumer protection bill

It does away with special antitrust exemptions #ilatw the nation’s freight railroads to avoid
competition and therefore keep their ratéfi@ally and unfairly high. These rates are aded
tax on consumers, inflating prices on eveyyitiams like food, electricity, paper, manufactured
goods and nearly everything else we buy.

S.146/H.R. 233 ensures fair competition in the maiplace Removing the special antitrust
exemptions means railroads will be required to cet@pn a level playing field. Competition
benefits all consumers by keeping prices fair aatonable.

S.146/H.R. 233 ensures that railroads will be treat just like all other American industries.
All other transportation companies across all matescovered by the nation’s antitrust laws.
Why should the railroads be treated differentlhatexpense of consumers?

Imagine consolidations in the airline, telecom or parmaceutical industries without the
Department of Justice or the Federal Trade Commissn ensuring consumers are protected
through compliance with the nation’s antitrust laws The railroad industry’s special antitrust
exemptions prevent the DOJ and FTC from ensurimgpiance with the nation’s antitrust laws.

On March 5, 2009, the Senate Judiciary Committee @whelmingly passed S. 146 by a
bipartisan vote of 14-0.S.146/H.R.233 are identical to bills reported faldy by voice vote,
without objection, by both the Senate and Houséciarg Committees in the 110Congress.

On December 10, 2008, the American Bar Associatid@ection on Antitrust Law wrote the
House and Senate leadership endorsing this legisiat and urging its early passage.

IT'S TIME TO STAND WITH AMERICA'S CONSUMERS
AND CO-SPONSOR S.146/H.R. 233.

March 2009



