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Noted and Quoted

"Owver the past several
years, railroad shippers
of vital commodities

have faced spiking rail
rates. Rail customers
are forced to pass
these price increases
along into the price of
their products, and
ultimately, to
consumers.”

Sen. Herb Kohl (D-WTI),
Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel, "Bill would strip
antitrust protections from
freight railroads,” March 5,
2009
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Rail Customer Day Brings Together
Lawmakers, Shippers

Backed by an expanded coalition of
advocates and an increasingly
supportive Congress, captive rail
customers from around the country
converged on Washington, D.C. last
weelb for Rail Customer Day to push for
pas=sage of rail reform legislation this
year.

"The political stars are in alignment to
paszs legislation that lives up to what
Congress intended when it partially
deregulated the railroads more than 25
wvears ago,” said Glenn English, CEQ of
the Mational Rural Electric Cooperative
Asz=zociation and chairman of Consumers
United for Rail Equity (CURE). "It has
been a long journey, and although we
ztill have a tough road ahead of us, this
event helped us get closer to the finish
line."

The Washington rally on March 23
allowed Members of Congress to hear
personal stories fram rail =shippers on
the impacts of railread monopoly power
to their businez=zes and American
consumers., CURE members met with
House and Senate members and their
ztaffz representing over half the states
to discuss the opportunity to enact rail
reform leqgislation as soon as possible
and to continue educating congressional
staffers on these issues impacting
American consumers.

Members of Congress also attended
the morning rally and evening reception,
including CURE champions Sen. Herb
Kohl (D-WI1), author of the Railroad
Antitrust Enforcement Act in the Senate
(5. 148) and chairman of the Senate
Judiciary Subcommittes on Antitrust,
Competition Policy, and Consumer
Rights; Sen. John D. Rockefeller, I (D-
W, chairman of the Senate
Commerce, Science and Transportation
Committee and author of legislation in
the 110th Congress to reform the
Surface Transportation Board; and Rep.
Tammy Baldwin (O-WI), authaor of the
House wersion of the Railroad Antitrust
Enforcement Act (H.R. 233). Rep.
Baldwin also wrote an editorial piece
featured in The Hill newspaper on Rail
Customer Day calling on Congress to
enact her legislation to remove the
railroads’ exemption from antitrust law.

The Railroad Antitrust Enforcement Act
(5. 146) pas=ed the Senate Judiciary
Committee March 5 on a bipartizan 14-0
vote. Similar leqislation is expected to
be considered by the House Judiciary
Committee in the coming months.

Rail Customer Day
Quotes

The following are excerpts
from the speeches made at
a Capitol Hill breakfast rally
during Rail Customer Day. A
mare complete list of quotes,
as well as photos and a news
summary are included in the
anline journal for Rail
Customer Day:

Sen. Herb Kohl (D-WT),
author of Railroad Antitrust
Enforcement Act, 5. 146:

"All of you whe use railroads to
ship your preducts deserve the
full application of the antitrust
laws, te end the anti-
cempetitive abuses which are
all tao prevalent in this industry
today. The American econaemy
fourishes only when we have
competition. When there is no
competition, the special interest
groups win, but the pecple don't
wir. "

Sen. John D.

Rockefeller, IW [D-WWV),
chairman of the Senate
Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation:
"We can make big things
happen in the Commerce
Committee. It's a new, tough,
focused committes. This is our
year to do it, and I'm cenfident
that we can. "

Glenn English, chairman of
CURE and CED of the
MNational Rural Electric

Cooperative Association:
"Only baseball and the railroads
are exemnpt from antitrust.
Baseball may be sacred, but
the railroads are not. "

Mark Crisson, president and
CEQ, American Public Power
Association:

"We hawe members whose
customers are having difficulty
paying their electricity bills,
keeping their businesses afloat,
and making their payrolls.
These custorners don't expect a
bailout. But there is something
the government can de to keep
these power bills more
afferdable - adopt in a timely
manner the CURE legisiative
proposals. "

Don Kimball, president of
CURE and CED of Arizona's




importance of supporting  rally on Capital Hill,
the bill.

"While the prospects for this bill are bright, we cannot expect the
railroad industry to give up all its special antitrust exemptions easily,”
Kohl =aid in a speech to rail shippers last month.

The four largest U.S. freight railroads - Union Pacific Corporation, CSX
Zorporation, BNSF Railway, and Norfolk Southern - in January reported
a combined £358 million increase in quarterly revenues from the
previous year, even while the economic recession was causing record
job loz=es and shrinking the Dow Jones Industrial Average by 19
percent. All four railroads also reported lower volumes of freight
moved during the period, highlighting their ability to extract greater
profits per shipment through their monopoly pricing power while
American businezses and consumers are expected to foot the bill.

"The Senate Judiciary Committee has shown great leadership by
passing this legislation in a bipartizan fashion," Englizh =aid. "This bill
brings much-needed scrutiny to freight railroad consolidation and
manopoly practices, and I look forward to sesing this leqgislation finally
brought to the floor of the House and Senate this yvear."

A companion House bill (H.R. 233) authored by Rep. Tammy Baldwin
(O-WI) is currently pending in the House Judiciary Committee. The
legislation passed the committee in the last Congress by a bipartisan
voice vote.

Survey Shows U.S. Rail Monopoly
Pricing Power Results in Lost Jobs,
Road Congestion

Mew survey data showing railroads are abusing their monopaly power,
costing American jobs, raising costs for consumers and pushing more
trucks onto already congested U.5. highways was releazed last weelo in
advance of Rail Customer Day in Washington.







