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Noted and Quoted

"Monopoly is anything
but a game to elevator
managers in the Upper
Midwest. Not when
they feel as if they're
being raked over the
pricing coals by a
railroad industry gone
berserk while the
responsible oversight
agency has been
asleep at the switch

for years."

Rail Customer News & Information From CURE

CURE

Antitrust Experts at American Bar
Association Endorse Rail Reform

Prospects for Congressional Action Grow

The plight of America's freight rail customers
recently received the attention and support
of the nation's preeminent attorneys group.
In comments submitted to House and Senate
leaders, the Section on Antitrust Law of the
American Bar Association (ABA) urged

Section of Antitrust Law Congress "to move forward quickly to
dismantle the antitrust exemption for the railroad industry, through the
Railroad Antitrust Enforcement Act.”

"The legal experts of the Antitrust Section of the AB& are considered
the foremost authorities in the United States on matters of antitrust
law," said Rep. Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.), who authored H.R.1650, the
House versian aof the antitrust reform leqislation. "Their suppart for this
legislation reinforces the need for quick action on rail reform.”

This organization's support for rail reform legislation also commands
respect from lawmakers because of the group's expertizse as interested
third-parties in examining the integrity of the law. Their report is
viewed as a highly credible and unhbiased |legal review of the leqgislation.

"With our expanding coalition of groups in support of reform legislation,
it iz getting progressively harder for the big railroads to hide behind
their empty rhetaric and expensive lobbying and advertising
campaigns,” said Bob Szabo, Executive Director of Consumers United
for Rail Equity (CURE). "The chances of passing this important
legislation in 2009 are better than ever.”

CURE Elects Two New

Executive Committee Members
Additions Show Diversity of Support
for Rail Reform

At its annual meeting on December 6, CURE elected two new members
to the CURE Executive Committee. The two new members are:

« Donna Harman, President and CEQ, American Forest & Paper
Asszociation (AF&PA), and
¢ Tom Kuhn, President, Edison Electric Institute

Harman works with AF&PA's 165 members to
advance policies that promote a strong and
sustainable U.5. forest products industry in the
global marketplace. Since 1990, Kuhn has
served as president of the Edison Electric
Institute, the association of investor-owned
glectric companies whose members generate
and distribute approximately 75 percent of the
nation's electricity.

These new participants increase the
membership of the CURE Executive Committes
from 12 to 14 members. The Executive

Dronna Harman
Committee serves as the governing board for CURE, prowviding
leadership for the organization's long-term strategy and ongoing



The chairmen of the committees of jurisdiction for rail reform are:

« Chairman Rockefeller, Senate Commerce, Science and
Transportation Committee - has supported rail customers
throughout his =ervice in the United States Senate and was the
lead sponsor of the Senate wersion of the Raillroad Competition
and Service Improvement Act in the 110th Congress.

« Chairman Conyers, House Judiciary Committee - a strong
supporter of the Railroad Antitrust Enforcement Act by the
Judiciary Committee in the 110th Congress. He and
Congresswoman Baldwin (D-Wisc.) wrote Speaker Pelosi in
Mowvember encouraging her to include the antitrust reform bill in
any stimulus package.

« Chairman Leahy, Senate Judiciary Committee - a strong
supporter of the Senate Judiciary Committee's passage of the
Railroad Antitrust Enforcement Act in the 110th Congress. In
addition Senator Herb Kohl, Chairman of the Antitrust
Subcommittee of Leahy's committee, was the lead sponsor of
the Railroad Antitrust Enforcement &ct in the 110th Congress.

# Chairman Oberstar, House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee - long-time supparter of rail reform and lead sponsor
of the House version of the Railroad Competition and Service
Improvement &ct in the 110th Congress.

Dwuring the 110th Congress the House and Senate Judiciary Committees
recommended Congressional passage of the Railroad Antitrust
Enforcement Act. Senator Rockefeller's chairmanship, the
endorsement of the antitrust legislation by the American Bar
As=zociation Section on Antitrust Law, as well as the growing coalition of
rail reform proponents in the consumer, agriculture, utility and
manufacturing sectors should combine to provide in the 111th
Congress the best opportunity for rail reform legislation since 1980.

"These positive developments provide our best opportunity vet to have
a full and fair dehate in Congress about the need for meaninaful rail
reform,” Szabo said. "But we can expect the railroad industry to fight
hard to preserve its monopoly power, by increasing its multi-million
dollar campaign to preserve the status quo. We'll need to have an
even stronger presence from CURE advocates in the states and
congressicnal districts to bring home to House and Senate members
the urgent need for rail reform.”






